Pope Benedict XVI’s Prayer

God of all creation, as we weep with our family in Haiti, console us. In
this times of crisis, open our eyes to look beyond the disaster to see
Christ in our brothers and sisters in Haiti, as Christ sees us. Be with us as
we stand in solidarity with those living and working in Haiti. Be with us
in our mourning and guide our efforts to feed the hungry, shelter the
homeless, comfort the grieving and stand for justice. With your mercy,
sustain us at this time as we continue to work for peace and justice.
Amen.

Prayer for Doctors and Nurses

O merciful Father, who have wonderfully fashioned man in your own
image, and have made his body to be a temple of the Holy Spirit, sanctify,
we pray you, our doctors and nurses and all those whom you have

called to study and practice the arts of healing the sick and the prevention
of disease and pain. Strengthen them in body and soul, and bless

their work, that they may give comfort to those for whose salvation your
Son became Man, lived on this earth, healed the sick, and suffered and
died on the Cross. Amen.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

the following sick:

Barbara Paredes
Louise Cirillo
Lindsey Jefferies
John Donohue

Sue McCormick
Maureen Ramazzotti
Anthony DiBenedetto
Yolan DePhillips

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS

the following deceased:

Msgr. Arthur Demski PAPO Melba Boyles
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veryone in these days is very compassion. As much as it pains all of
E deeply moved by the events that us to witness the horrible outcome of
have taken place in Haiti. Every
day brings another set of stories of pain,
frustration, but also of survival and

the earth-
real miracles. We are equally

The world
amazed and confused by What .
we read and see. In the midst as gO ) d as lt ge t S

of a world-wide initiative to

help so many people of Haiti,

still there are some, who are highly
critical about the efforts, or just want
only certain groups or countries to dig
out alive ones, as if it was so kind of a
competition about skills, empathy or

quake and aftershocks, we witness one
of the best faces of humanity, of our
world united in an effort to help our
fellow men and women as they face the
horrible past and an unknown future.
It one of the best manifestations of
charity, compassion and good will in
many years. In these days, in a common
effort for Haiti, we have all been given
a proof that, as inhabitants of the same
planet we can work together united as
one. Maybe these efforts are not perfect,
but in the great scheme of things, it is as
good as it gets.
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ince many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the events

that have been fulfilled among us,
just as those who were eyewitnesses from the beginning
and ministers of the word have handed them down to us,
I too have decided,
after investigating everything accurately anew,
to write it down in an orderly sequence for you,
most excellent Theophilus,
so that you may realize the certainty of the teachings
you have received.
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit,
and news of him spread throughout the whole region.
He taught in their synagogues and was praised by all.

He came to Nazareth, where he had grown up,
and went according to his custom
into the synagogue on the sabbath day.

He stood up to read and was handed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah.
He unrolled the scroll and found the passage where it was written:

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because be has anointed me

to bring glad tidings to the poor:

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,

to let the oppressed go free,

and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.

Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant and sat down,

and the eyes of all in the synagogue looked intently at him.
He said to them,
“Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.”

LUKE I:T-4; 4:14-21

What kind of
gospel

are you
writing?

SOMETHING TO Sit WITH

ave you ever been thinking

about your life in terms of

searching for some kind of as
sense, keyword or leitmotif? Maybe
you have been wondering: What
does it all mean? What is the overall
logic of things that take place in my life?
Sometimes, when you think it all is
beginning to make some sense, you
discover that all the sudden things take
a different course and you are back in
square one.

The gospel story of this Sunday is
taken from the beginning of Luke’s
narrative about Jesus, which Luke
opens with an explanation of the rea-
son that made him write the gospel to
Theophilus, and subsequently to us.
Of course, Luke is not alone in such ef
fort. Not only there are Matthew, Mark
and John, whose narratives we find

in the Bible, but the circle of gospel-
writers expends on to many more. It is
not a wishful thinking or an exaggera-
tion to say that your life has its own
narrative, story of God’s presence, your
failures, mistakes, but also joys and
moments of great love. All of them can
be divided onto several chapters, which
have their own logic, meaning and
importance depending on a particular
place and time.

You may say: Yes, I understand that,
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however I still can’t see much logic
about my life at large. What does it
ALL mean?

Quite often in what we do, we are
driven by results, charts, deadlines
and lines that can be drawn. I don’t
think the same can be said about our
spiritual lives. Maybe it is up to God
to drew such a line based on a differ-
ent logic or philosophy, such as the
logic of love. It is love that causes one
to stay married, involved, dedicated or
continue to suffer from somebody else
in a situation that clearly makes no
sense whatsoever. It does, however to
the one who loves...

The other thing is that love is not goal
driven, it is not a journey towards a
goal, rather it is a constant “now” that
matters. It not a commute that has

a destination and an overall need to
reach it ASAP; instead, it is what hap-
pens on the way.

May God bring you many blessings
and an ability to see His love in all
chapters of your gospel.
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